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Chart 2. Registered business units by type of legal organisation
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Chart 3. Newly registered and deregistered business units

New registrations Deregistrations

In 2021, 53.5 per cent of the registered units were sole owners or partnerships, 42.5 per cent were limited liability
or public limited companies, while 4.0 per cent were governmental, non-profit or other types of legal organisations
(Chart 2, Table 2).

New registrations in 2021 amounted to 11,888 units, whilst deregistrations amounted to 8,603 units. (Chart 3, Table
3, Methodological Note 9).
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Section Description

A Agriculture, forestry and fishing

B Mining and quarrying

C Manufacturing

D Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

E Water supply, sewerage, waste management and remediation activities

F Construction

G Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles

H Transportation and storage

I Accommodation and food service activities

J Information and communication

K Financial and insurance activities

L Real estate activities

M Professional, scientific and technical activities

N Administrative and support service activities

O Public administration and defence; compulsory social security

P Education

Q Human health and social work activities

R Arts, entertainment and recreation

S Other service activities

T Activities of households as employers; undifferentiated goods- and services-producing activities of households for own use

U Activities of extraterritorial organisations and bodies

Table 1. NACE Rev. 2 Classification
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Sole 
Ownership/ 
Partnership

Limited 
Liability/ Plc

Government/ 
Non-Profit/ 

Other
Total

Sole 
Ownership/ 
Partnership

Limited 
Liability/ Plc

Government/ 
Non-Profit/ 

Other
Total

Sole 
Ownership/ 
Partnership

Limited 
Liability/ Plc

Government/ 
Non-Profit/ 

Other
Total

A 3,285 139 16 3,440 3,319 144 15 3,478 3,359 137 14 3,510

B 59 78 5 142 65 81 4 150 65 73 4 142

C 2,878 1,639 77 4,594 3,002 1,658 80 4,740 3,378 1,479 83 4,940

D 1 27 3 31 1 33 3 37 1 36 3 40

E 150 111 13 274 157 114 13 284 158 114 10 282

F 6,336 2,786 127 9,249 6,603 2,892 119 9,614 6,853 2,770 111 9,734

G 11,015 8,883 385 20,283 11,038 8,871 402 20,311 11,270 7,393 441 19,104

H 3,378 2,757 73 6,208 4,583 2,764 75 7,422 5,690 2,694 81 8,465

I 4,216 1,929 45 6,190 4,385 1,991 46 6,422 4,519 1,829 45 6,393

J 2,352 3,396 81 5,829 2,579 3,545 78 6,202 2,926 3,449 79 6,454

K 171 17,973 426 18,570 208 17,906 397 18,511 227 17,308 335 17,870

L 3,361 3,246 45 6,652 3,546 3,493 47 7,086 3,785 3,497 40 7,322

M 8,732 7,204 176 16,112 9,479 7,372 173 17,024 10,165 7,126 169 17,460

N 3,770 6,324 366 10,460 4,110 6,272 356 10,738 4,486 5,951 339 10,776

O - - 205 205 - - 217 217 - - 220 220

P 2,108 481 220 2,809 2,224 519 213 2,956 2,402 538 214 3,154

Q 1,688 234 352 2,274 1,800 247 344 2,391 1,900 259 344 2,503

R 3,581 1,520 730 5,831 3,873 1,581 746 6,200 4,080 1,503 803 6,386

S 5,056 449 1,585 7,090 5,359 449 1,629 7,437 5,625 412 1,913 7,950

T 272 1 - 273 322 1 - 323 360 - - 360

U 2 5 86 93 2 4 86 92 2 3 86 91

Total 62,411 59,182 5,016 126,609 66,655 59,937 5,043 131,635 71,251 56,571 5,334 133,156

1 Refer to Table 1
Note: The time series data from year 2016 onwards is available in the MS Excel sheet published with this news release.

2020 2021

Table 2.  Structure of registered units by year, type of legal organisation and NACE

NACE           
Section1

2019
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2019 2020 2021 2019 20202 2021
A 148 190 178 174 140 108
B 10 16 6 7 14 6
C 362 354 589 202 390 291
D 6 7 5 1 3 1
E 9 15 13 7 17 14
F 892 694 661 304 533 393
G 1,100 1,058 1,198 927 2,404 1,327
H 872 1,487 1,567 306 526 612
I 718 591 554 369 594 354
J 724 654 771 258 521 489
K 1,410 1,004 1,092 960 1,731 1,637
L 756 624 615 329 377 354
M 1,701 1,597 1,719 733 1,280 1,230
N 1,001 938 1,040 653 1,006 981
O 2 9 3 - - -
P 226 291 329 121 130 146
Q 153 159 140 37 31 37
R 610 535 567 202 381 303
S 714 622 814 279 282 317
T 49 52 27 2 6 2
U 1 - - - 2 1

Grand total 11,464 10,897 11,888 5,871 10,368 8,603

Note: The time series data from year 2016 onwards is available in the MS Excel sheet published with this news release.

Deregistrations

Table 3.  Newly registered and deregistered business units, by year and NACE

NACE             
Section1

1 Refer to Table 1

New Registrations

2 Refer to Methodological note 9
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0-9 10-49 50-249 250+ Total 0-9 10-49 50-249 250+ Total 0-9 10-49 50-249 250+ Total

A 3,427 8 5 - 3,440 3,463 9 6 - 3,478 3,495 10 5 - 3,510

B 137 5 - - 142 143 7 - - 150 135 7 - - 142

C 4,268 256 57 13 4,594 4,426 241 60 13 4,740 4,606 255 66 13 4,940

D 27 3 1 - 31 33 3 1 - 37 36 3 1 - 40

E 260 12 1 1 274 268 13 2 1 284 267 12 2 1 282

F 9,064 153 27 5 9,249 9,421 159 29 5 9,614 9,525 175 28 6 9,734

G 19,599 581 100 3 20,283 19,687 524 97 3 20,311 18,426 579 93 6 19,104

H 6,051 128 21 8 6,208 7,276 120 17 9 7,422 8,302 137 17 9 8,465

I 5,791 337 53 9 6,190 6,046 317 53 6 6,422 6,003 337 46 7 6,393

J 5,656 137 30 6 5,829 6,025 143 27 7 6,202 6,253 164 30 7 6,454

K 18,402 135 26 7 18,570 18,343 134 28 6 18,511 17,691 146 27 6 17,870

L 6,614 34 4 - 6,652 7,052 30 4 - 7,086 7,285 33 4 - 7,322

M 15,751 311 45 5 16,112 16,694 284 40 6 17,024 17,096 318 40 6 17,460

N 10,201 170 65 24 10,460 10,472 171 69 26 10,738 10,486 198 70 22 10,776

O 125 31 29 20 205 134 33 30 20 217 137 33 30 20 220

P 2,701 68 33 7 2,809 2,851 67 30 8 2,956 3,043 73 29 9 3,154

Q 2,145 87 30 12 2,274 2,255 96 27 13 2,391 2,362 102 25 14 2,503

R 5,670 119 34 8 5,831 6,036 125 31 8 6,200 6,210 137 32 7 6,386

S 7,044 39 6 1 7,090 7,383 49 4 1 7,437 7,898 47 4 1 7,950

T 273 - - - 273 323 - - - 323 360 - - - 360

U 93 - - - 93 92 - - - 92 91 - - - 91

Total 123,299 2,614 567 129 126,609 128,423 2,525 555 132 131,635 129,707 2,766 549 134 133,156

Note: The time series data from year 2016 onwards is available in the MS Excel sheet published with this news release.

2 Employment size class data for 2021 is provisional

Table 4.  Structure of registered units by year, employment size and NACE

NACE
Section1

2019

1 Refer to Table 1

2020 20212
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Methodological Notes

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Statistical Concepts:  https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/concepts.aspx
Classifications: https://metadata.nso.gov.mt/classificationdetails.aspx?id=NACE%20Rev.%202

11. Kindly indicate source when quoting from this release.

12.

The following are the definitions of the employment size class breakdowns shown in Table 4:

Size class

Micro 0-9
Small 10-49
Medium 50-249
Large 250+

Total Registered Business Units
New Registrations
Deregistrations

Active Business Population Self-employed/ Partnership

Ltd Liability/ Plc

Public corporations, non profit etc

Other (Non-trading, Shipping Registrations, Government ministries and departments etc.)

Micro enterprises include non-trading units.

The statistical business register is the source of the data in this news release. The statistical business register
provides one of the most detailed local business profiles in Malta.

Business registrations are based on administrative data. Registrations and/or deregistrations do not precisely
record commencement or cessation of an activity by a unit. Demographic events such as takeovers, mergers,
split-offs are not catered for and may affect the data presented. 

The data is classified by economic activity according to the NACE (Nomenclature Statistique des Activités
Économiques dans la Communauté Européenne) classification of economic activites in the European Union.

The time series data from year 2016 onwards is available in the MS Excel sheet published with this news
release.

Other types of legal structures may include public corporations, cooperatives and joint ventures. Public
corporations are all the government-controlled units that are often established by government as market
producers principally engaged in the production of goods, non-financial and financial services, and as such
they are classified in non-financial and financial sectors. 

Definitions

Persons employed

Updates in the statistical business register are ongoing and all figures reported are subject to revision. 

The registered business units represents units that were registered for at least one day during the reporting
period. Business units that have ceased operating as indicated in Table 3, are included in the registered
business units in Tables 2 and 4 if they were registered for at least one day in the year that the deregistation
took place. 

The significant increase in the number of deregistrations in 2020 when compared to 2019 may be partly
attributed to the defunct companies that had been struck off the Malta Business Registry during the reporting
period.

More information relating to this news release may be accessed at:

The advanced news release calendar may be accessed at:
https://nso.gov.mt/en/News_Releases/Release_Calendar/Pages/News-Release-Calendar.aspx
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